Terminating nutrition and hydration from patients in persistent vegetative states.
Personal stress has been identified as the most significant issue for neuroscience nurses (NNs) who care for patients in persistent vegetative states (PVS). Several factors outside the realm of nursing contribute to this stress. One factor that NNs can influence is how they deal with terminating nourishment. This is discussed in the context of the significance of food in our society, and a recommendation that should help NNs to deal with this issue is presented.